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ordinary sailor, and, as often as not, his flagship leads
the fleet. When Beatty received the signal telling
him of Hipper's presence he had to make a momen-
tous decision. The enemy was in all likelihood falling
back upon Ms main Battle Fleet, and every mile the
British admiral moved forward brought him nearer
to an unequal combat. For the moment the odds
were in his favour, since he had six battle cruisers
against Hipper's five, as well as the 5th Battle
Squadron, but presently the odds might be heavily
against him. He was faced with the alternative of
conducting a half-hearted running fight with Hipper,
to be broken off before the German Battle Fleet was
reached, or of engaging closely and hanging on even
after the junction with Scheer had been made. He
chose the course which was not only heroic, but-
right on every ground of strategy. Twice already by
a narrow margin he had missed bringing the German
capital ships to action. He was resolved that now
he would forgo no chance which the fates might
send.

Hipper was steering east-south-east in the direc-
tion of his base. Beatty changed his course to
conform. He had at this time ten capital ships to
the German's five. The omen seemed propitious.
But in all battles there is a large element of sheer
luck and naked caprice, and it was during this first
stage, when he had the odds in his favour, that
Beatty suffered his chief losses. The Indefatigable
and Queen Mary were both lost. Meantime, as the
great vessels raced southwards, the lighter craft were
fighting a battle of their own. Eight destroyers of

237